Design-Ready Checklist

Use this checklist before meeting with a designer. 
You don’t need all the answers — just clarity, honesty, and a starting point.
☐ What problem does this project need to solve? 
(marketing, branding, usability, clarity, movement, etc.)
☐ Who is this design for? 
(teens, adults, professionals, families, everyone, etc.)
☐ What’s the timeline? 
(ideal timeline and any hard deadlines)
☐ What’s the budget range? 
(even if you’re still figuring it out — say that)
☐ Who has final approval? 
(one clear decision-maker)
☐ Do you have examples or references? 
(and why they work for you)
☐ What should we avoid?
 (things that haven’t worked in the past)
☐ What does success look like for this project? 
(how will you know it worked?)
☐ Do you have a mission, vision, or brand story to share? (if available)

Prepared clients don’t come with all the answers — they come ready to collaborate.
